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‘Sp land ° cain. 
; ; “ = audlenecs — i trick which adds to ‘the | z 
eee sy Pe gat : ; _, «film's credibility. Frederick Sta ord, a4 
lie he Sas ig The sah sa i hea ate book “European star, plays the pivotal role of | 
vf first, when it's a thriller like ‘Topaz,’ iS .French career diplomat André Devereaux,,, 
"o.-* "that you're never sure just how tingling '" wiz zee off-again-on-again accent, and a. 
ipa! the film is, Even in the hands of a-‘master great deal of polish. But not much. emo: ° 
(Ee dike Alfred Hitchcock, much of the action:.*.“ifion: In‘ one tragic plane scene he might be , 
ag phar alent weer C : * "deciding on chicken or steak for dinner. “| 

{ Leon Uris’s novel about a Communist. ; Secon ok Ie y 
Le : ‘ i : % D : : 

Sra A Beem its mal tao aprating oe aba sare, hone 
a7. from the heights of the French Government, .._ ground mistress. Michel Piccoli is suave | 
eee Fin the early '60's, was a gripper ae be- W. ‘and sinister as a top French official. The ” 
io li ginning to end. The Hitchcock film based *: nest known face.in the group is that of John . 


=f . . ¢ on it gets off to-a clattering good start— =. ; : : 
= 7 the whirlwind defection of a top Russian of- .;Forsythe, who competently plays American. 


fe fe eS : : : 3 Embassy career officer. Michael Nord-’ 
> ¢ ficial and his family to the United States ‘}. ; as F 
: K during a visit to Denmark. Black Mercedes 4 strom, In a minor role, Roscoe Lee Browne’: 


ad o : ' gat * ‘ 
“getaway car, waiting plane, touchdewn in oe acini. marlent SPY Bi ‘cool, wily, , 5 
‘ | Washington, it all zips along with the off-.;.". Th x sce Hitché : ae oY 
‘peat suspense typical of Hitchcock. Very °« yj. 0 Saving some nice Hitchcock touches: § 
“ elumsy operation—it wasn’t the way we | “like - having the Russians in the get-away "| 
“would have done it,” says the: Russian, ‘scene duck bullets that are never fired, play- § 
delightfully and dourly played by Pere::.,):!08 0m the fear“of unseen danger that is one” 
“Axel Arosenius. : of his favorite devices for heightening sus-: 
“Hitchcock's “Topaz” docsn’t stay: with *. "pense. But there are ng really. memorable 
tals i “tho Russian family as the novel does in its". Hitchcock momen an this film, bg i to the. 
~ f¢ascinating study of their Americanization, -,,‘tennis scene in “Strangers on’ a rain” jn.§ 
Sand -it' differs along other plot lines. But: which only the murderer is not following the» 
a ‘volley. Some viewers will be relieved that § 
“Cuban-missil 


jthere are none of the: moments of sheer. } 
particular disappointment after the book. It ;; _terror which marked the shower scene in § 
f. just drops'off, as though Hitchcock had gote:": 
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By Louise Sweeney 


“'Psycho” or the rush of attacking wings in 
ten’ bored with it, Himself appears almost  *j:" The Birds."’ en ce cas 
“ subliminally; as he usually does in his films.: : 
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